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Amendments to the Abstract : 

The Abstract has been amended. A revised Abstract is attached. 



The conventional method of limiting the number of receiving apparatus has a 
problem that if the limited number of appliances is reduced to limit distribution to 
unspecified appliances outside a home, distribution to appliances in the home is limited 
unnecessarily large l y, and that ^ _tflf the limited number of appliances is increased, 
distribution to appliances outside the home cannot be sufficiently limited. The invention 
provides atA t least one receiving apparatus, (e.g., digital television sets and PCs,) 
connected to a network and capable of receiving and using predetermined data, and a 
transmitting apparatus, {e.g., an AV server) for transmitting the data to the receiving 
apparatus via the networ k ore prov i ded . Use of the data on the network is managed eft 
the basis o f based on the transmission time required for transmission of predetermined 
information between the transmitting apparatus and the receiving apparatus. 
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ABSTRACT 



The conventlonai method of limiting the number of receiving apparatus has a 
problem that if the limited number of appliances Is reduced to limit distribution to 
unspecified appliances outside a home, distribution to appliances in the home is limited 
unnecessarily. If the limited number of appliances is Increased, distribution to appliances 
outside the home cannot be sufficiently limited. The invention provides at least one 
receiving apparatus, (e.g., digital television sets and PCs,) connected to a network and 
capable of receiving and using predetermined data, and a transmitting apparatus, (e.g., 
an AV server) for transmitting the data to the receiving apparatus via the network. Use of 
the data on the network is managed based on the transmission time required for 
transmission of predetermined Information between the transmitting apparatus and the 
receiving apparatus. 
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